
OCEAN GALLERY

If other parts of the exhibition hold us in the present—its instability, 
its unravelling—this gallery looks forward. Not toward resolution, 
but toward possibility. What might come next, when the systems 
we have inherited no longer hold?

The artists gathered here do not offer a single answer. Nor do 
they divide cleanly between utopia and dystopia. Instead, they 
work in a more uncertain register—one that allows for 
contradiction, for slippage, for forms that are still in the process of 
becoming.

Artists like Petra Cortright and Jon Rafman operate within the 
language of the digital image, where identity, space and 
experience are continuously mediated and remade. Nearby, Anna 
Uddenberg and Emma Stern push the body beyond its current 
limits—toward new configurations that are at once seductive and 
uneasy, liberated and constrained.

There is a sense here of testing. Of trying on different ways of 
seeing and being. The future is not presented as a fixed 
destination, but as a series of provisional states—some 
aspirational, some cautionary, most unresolved.

If ‘Dire Straits’ describes a moment with no clear off-ramp, this 
gallery suggests that forward motion may still be possible, even if 
the direction is unclear. These works do not map a way out so 
much as they gesture toward other logics—less rigid, less certain, 
and perhaps more attuned to the conditions we now inhabit.

What emerges is not a vision of escape, but of transformation. A 
world still forming, unevenly, in real time.

– Benjamin Godsill 


