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Against All Odds, New York’s Artist Buildings Have
Survived

Generations of creatives once flocked to the city seeking affordable rent. Now, despite

skyrocketing real estate prices, some continue to carve out studio spaces of their own.
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Pictured: Rebecca Ness, 31, artist-tenant at 17-17 Troutman Street, Queens.

One of the pleasures of covering art in New York is the ability to see firsthand the array of
environments in which artists work: out of opulent homes or cramped and grungy rooms with
no windows; out of converted office spaces or cavernous factories; in a sizable workshop or at
a computer in the kitchen alcove of a studio apartment. We set out to document a sample of
the artists’ buildings that currently exist in New York:

17-17 Troutman Street, Ridgewood, Queens. Number of artist-tenants: About 90, who occupy
studios in a mid-20th-century former textile factory. Most recent incarnation: For years,
Troutman was a place where artists lived illegally. A handrail in one of the stairways doubled at
the time as an enormous bong that required two people to work it — one at the bottom of the
stairs to light it, another at the top to inhale. This feature was destroyed sometime between
2007 and ‘09, when the building transitioned away from residential spaces.
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