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On the brink of a new decade, the 2010s in Yogyakarta/Jogja, the cultural capital city of Indonesia, a
generation of young Indonesian artists spearheaded a new genre of art making, a localized hybrid of Pop
Surrealism/low-brow art that heavily influenced the style of young painters around that time. Many of
these artists carried a mix of Pop Surrealism blended with grass root sensibilities, with themesmainly

explored everyday life, pop culture, local and global in each of their works.

This community grew from an independent and underground spirit influenced by various subcultures
like popculture, indie movements, graphic novels,”lowbrow art”, pop surrealism, street-style fashion,

and more. These influences also reflectedthe development of Indonesian post-Reformation youth

culture.
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Roby Dwi Antono stands out from this generation with a slightly unconventional path with his self-
taught background and distinctive style, which sets him apart from his peers who mostly came from
Jogja’s Indonesian Art Institute. Roby started working with acrylic paintings in 2011, but later focused on
mastering oil on canvas as his preferred medium for his second solo exhibition, ‘The Way of Grace’ in
Roby’s paintings are mosaics of his visual memories, commentaries and fantasies — often drawn from
childhood, with signature ‘characters’ such as rabbits, little children and humanoid animals in a
dreamlike setting, all executed with distinctive style and immaculate precision in his technique. His
signature style remained consistent from 2012-2018, evident in his solo exhibitions Januari di Utara’
(2015) and ‘Origins’ (2018), marking his significant debut on the international stage.

However, around 2019-2020, subtle changes started to appear in Roby’s paintings. The number of
humanoids and childlike figures decreased, his visual became more simple and more abstracted,
showcasing his evolving perspective on life and personal decisions, as demonstrated in his 2020
exhibition ‘Midnight Garden’ in San Francisco. Roby’s artistic style took a radical turn in 2022, evident in
his exhibition ‘Rumpus’ in Tokyo, showing a shift from Pop Surrealism to Naive Figurative style,
addressing deeper existential questions on life and self. This evolution continued in his solo show at
Almine Rech Brussels in early 2023. The theme of self-understanding and its connection to the external
world, focusing on mindfulness and presence towards simple, intangible aspects of life like breathing

and feeling the pulse and heart, has been further explored for this London exhibition.
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