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ONE WORK: ARGHAVAN KHOSRAVTS "BLACK RAIN”

By David Everitt Howe
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Arghavan Khosravi, Black Rain, 2021, acrylic and cement on cotton canvas wrapped over shaped wood panel, wood cutout, elastic cord, 8,500-Year-Old Building

] :
51 Y2 by 72 by 8 in. 2 Discovered by

Archaeologists in...

JPEGs do no favors for Arghavan Khosravi’s work; though they look flat and one-dimensional online, the

artist’s canvases are emphatically sculptural in person, with intricate constructions, illusionistic uses of depth Show-Stopping Chris
and surface, and judicious, almost exclamatory incorporations of found materials. Their complex relations all 3 Burden Installation
serve to articulate an Iranian woman’s view of her homeland’s repressive religious and cultural mores. Take Offers a Respite...
Black Rain (2021), from her current exhibition “In Between Places” at Rachel Uffner in New York. Six

differently shaped supports made of wood and canvas—discrete picture planes—combine to form a whole. In Recently Unearthed $48
the foreground, an unnaturally pink-hued hand, cut out of thin wood, curls around the neck of a woman 4 M. Blue Diamond Heads

painted on a tall canvas stretched over an eight-inch-deep box. Almost all the works in the exhibition feature to Auction at...

a woman with a pensive gaze and redacted facial features—a black rectangle covering her eyes or a chain
locking her mouth—who seems to be a psychological stand-in for the artist.
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Related Articles In Black Rain, the woman’s carefully cropped portrait reveals her ear,
wisps of hair, the side of her neck, and the collar of her purple shirt. .
From her ear dangles a large key, which in Khosravi’s lexicon may Magalll’le
symbolize a freeing of sorts—from Iran, from gender expectations, from The World's Premier Art
fundamentalism—especially if we observe the still life on the canvas Magazine since 1913.
behind it, in mid-ground. A shackle rests open, as if just unlocked, and is Subscribe today and save up to
“chained” to six balls by a real cord looped through the piece. While the 339!

imagery is heavy-handed, it works in Khosravi’s hyperrealistic style,

'Four' at Yossi Milo Or, give the gift of Art in America.

Gallery, New York which is narrative in the way of a comic book (she was also trained as an

illustrator). The components closest to the wall are a slower read: a
Co?ligp?; :{lx?t’ist man’s head is cut off below the eyebrows, spraying hundreds of falling

Who Bent Time and dots, while a woman’s head is hidden by a book whose cover is cut out

Space, Dies at 79 of the canvas, exposing the wall behind. Layered with Khosravi’s other

symbols, the juxtaposition suggests knowledge is both a portal to

freedom and a tool for independence.
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In recent novels, the art world has come to represent the worst impulses of the world at large.
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Crypto art can be an investment tool or a conceptual inquiry into structures of value and community, depending on how you approach it.
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Roxane Gay, author of Hunger: A Memoir of (My) Body (2017), talks with the painter Jenny Saville, best known for her 1994 Strategy triptych.
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Hard Choices: Do You Still Want to Be an Artist?

Art world ethicists Chen & Lampert help you decide if it's time for you to give up art.
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Revolution, Restaged and Translated: Diane Severin Nguyen

Diane Severin Nguyen's films and photographs at SculptureCenter navigate entangled histories of images, identities, ideology, and violence.
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