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Next Big Things: Cynthia Talmadge
The artist approaches all her subject matter with unfathomable depths of

research and an equal measure of dark romance

BY JACQUELINE TERREBONNE

DECEMBER 18, 2020

%  &  $ !

ynthia Talmadge approaches all her subject

matters, from a rehab facility to a funeral

home, with unfathomable depths of

research and an equal measure of dark romance.  

Unique process: To exhibit a series of somber,

Pointillist works depicting New York’s Frank E.

Campbell funeral home, Talmadge collaborated

with architect Adam Charlap Hyman to

transform the 56 Henry gallery in Chinatown into

a set that evoked the solemn discretion of the

Upper East Side institution and its deceased

celebrity clientele.

Her Frank E. Campbell (Early Spring), 2019
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Up next: A show with Carl Kostyál in Milan. “It will be snowy Pointillist paintings of Brutalist

architecture on the Seven Sisters campuses—very desolate images that try to capture the feeling

of being the only person left in the dorms over winter break.” 

A version of this article first appeared in print in our 2020 Winter Issue under the headline “Next

Big Things.” Subscribe to the magazine.

Click here to see the full list of “Next Big Things.”  

Like Sands Through the Hourglass, 2017
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Frank E. Campbell (Winter Light,) 2020
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Cynthia Talmadge
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“I really connect to the way Cynthia captures
the aesthetics of melancholy in her work. There
is a lightness and a sense of humor tinged with

sadness that is very moving to me.”
ADAM CHARLAP HYMAN, ARCHITECT AND DESIGNER
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Next Big Things: Leilah Babirye
The Uganda-born sculptor transforms trash into a beautiful celebration of

queer identity

BY LUCY REES
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culptor Leilah Babirye transforms trash into

a beautiful celebration of queer identity.

Collecting debris from the streets of New

York, she embellishes her totemic carved-wood

sculptures and colorful glazed ceramic figures

with crowns fashioned from wire and aluminum

cans or elaborate braids made with inner tubes.

Her use of rubbish is intentional—the pejorative

term for a gay person in Luganda is ebisiyaga,

which translates to “sugarcane husk,” something

meant to be discarded.

Art as activism: Babirye was forced to flee her

native Uganda and seek asylum in the U.S. in the

face of anti-homosexuality discrimination

and criminalization. She has since been taking the

world by storm. “The characters in my work are human beings; they are the queer faces and

transgender women who are in a period of transition,” says Babirye, whose recent exhibition at

Gordon Robichaux in New York featured a new series that reimagines the Kuchu Clans of

Buganda in her homeland as a queer community. “I am adorning them with beautiful things to

show they are more than trash. They are kings and queens.”

Sourcing Materials: “There is a a big lumberyard near my studio in filled with recycled wood. I

go there to select the pieces and then cut it into the forms I want. But sometimes, I can be just

walking along the street and come across a heap of wires and I will immediately stop and call an

Uber XL and take it straight back to my studio. Everything can be beautiful.” 

Unique Process: “The way I work is to keep adding and subtracting and I sit with the pieces

until I am satisfied.”

Abambejja ba Kabaka (Sister of the King I)
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Up next: Babirye is preparing for a solo show at Stephen Friedman Gallery, London, in the

spring. stephenfriedman.com

A version of this article first appeared in print in our 2020 Winter Issue under the headline “Next

Big Things.” Subscribe to the magazine.

Abambejja ba Kabaka (Sister of the King III),2020
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Leilah Babirye
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“I gravitate toward Leilah’s ability to create a
sense of humanity through handmade

sensuality and cross-cultural connection.”
STEPHANIE ROACH, DIRECTOR, FLAG ART FOUNDATION

ARTISTS TO WATCH

Next Big Things: Jadé Fadojutimi
ARTISTS TO WATCH

Didier William’s Intricate Works Are Coming to San Francisco

YOUR EMAIL SUBSCRIBE

MORE FROM GALERIE

MORE FROM GALERIE

Still Life with Trellis, 2019
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Leilah Babirye’s Brooklyn
studio
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