
WSJ Membership

WSJ+ Membership Benefits

Subscription Options

Why Subscribe?

Corporate Subscriptions

Professor Journal

Student Journal

WSJ High School Program

WSJ Amenity Program

WSJ Live

Customer Service

Customer Center

Contact Us

Tools & Features

Emails & Alerts

Guides

My News

RSS Feeds

Video Center

Watchlist

Podcasts

Ads

Advertise

Commercial Real Estate Ads

Place a Classified Ad

Sell Your Business

Sell Your Home

Recruitment & Career Ads

Coupons

More

About the Newsroom

Content Partnerships

Corrections

Jobs at WSJ

Masthead

News Archive

Register for Free

Reprints

Buy Issues

HOTELS.COM:
Additional 8% off fully-
refundable stays - Hotels.com
promo code

TRAVELZOO:
Travelzoo coupon - 50% off
New York dinner cruise

HOME DEPOT:
10% off furniture using Home
Depot coupon code

TURBOTAX:
TurboTax service code: $60 for
Deluxe version

WALMART:
Walmart coupon: $10 off all
departments

TO READ THE FULL STORY

SUBSCRIBE SIGN IN

Continue reading your article with 
a WSJ membership

VIEW MEMBERSHIP OPTIONS

SPONSORED OFFERS

RECOMMENDED VIDEOS

Dow Jones Products Barron's BigCharts Dow Jones Newswires Factiva Financial News Mansion Global MarketWatch Private Markets

realtor.com Risk & Compliance WSJ Pro Central Banking WSJ Video WSJ Wine

Privacy Notice Cookie Notice Copyright Policy Data Policy Subscriber Agreement & Terms of Use Your Ad Choices

Copyright ©2020 Dow Jones & Company, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

COOKIE NOTICE We use cookies for analytics, advertising and to improve our site. You agree to our use of cookies by closing this message box or continuing to use our site. To find out more,

including how to change your settings, see our Cookie Notice

LIFE & ARTS |  IDEAS |  ICONS

Motion and Illusion
Hungarian artist Dóra Maurer has been a dissident and an innovator.

By Emily Ferguson
July 11, 2019 11:41 am ET

At the age of 82, Dóra Maurer is one of Eastern Europe’s leading conceptual artists, with an
innovative body of work in film, photography and paint. She is equally noteworthy for her
mastery of color and for her achievements as a dissident artist working under Hungary’s
repressive Communist regime. Ms. Maurer has never been a household name, but that’s not
what she was after: “I don’t want to be a star or suchlike,” she has said. “I’m not the type.”

That might be about to change, thanks to a new retrospective of her work at London’s Tate
Modern. “Dóra Maurer” will include some 35 of her works in various media, produced over
the last five decades. The show will run from Aug. 5 to July 5, 2020.

Juliet Bingham, the museum’s curator of international art, observed that Ms. Maurer “has
always approached different media with the same principles and methods—systematically
tracing movement and change.” Her paintings themselves look like they are in motion. In
her 1980s series “Quasi Images,” each piece contains lines resembling yarn on a loom,
rendered in striking colors on a white background. Seen as a group, they appear to dance
around one another, perhaps because, as Bingham says, her “individual works are often
details of larger, hidden structures.”

Ms. Maurer was born in Hungary in 1937, and she grew up under a Communist regime that
required artists to stick to realism. But starting in the late 1960s, Ms. Maurer and other
artists, including her husband Tibor Gayor, rebelled against censorship, covertly creating
conceptual and abstract work at a private studio owned by an artist friend, which they
called the Chapel Studio. Ms. Maurer took photographs of herself and her friends at work
there, and curated secret experimental exhibitions.
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