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that artists could experiment and manipulate the new tool to their advantage. True, many artists have already employed 3D printing

as an artistic medium. But, for me, nobody has utilized this new technology within their process better than Austin Lee.

This is an excerpt from the February, 2016 issue of Juxtapoz.

I believe this largely because his final product does not allude to, or resemble, anything fabricated from plastic. Most people’s first

impression is that they are probably built from clay, and upon further scrutiny, they appear highly texturized, clumpy like clay,

occasionally blurry, limited in rendering, hypnotizing in their presence. The busts of both his mother and father were the most recent

subjects of this medium to make a gallery appearance, in an exhibition titled Nothing Personal.

Incorporating new technology into his art is one of the many defining qualities of Lee’s practice. Using an iPad for his initial sketches

or “digital doodles,” Lee swiftly draws, erases, redraws, deletes, and then, eventually saves. These sketches serve as blueprints for later

paintings, and sometimes the actual painting is photographed and put back into Photoshop for alterations and ideas. Using another

new technological tool, Lee created a series of watercolor paintings using a robot that mirrors digital artwork with a paintbrush. When

asked about applying new technologies to his practice, Lee advised, “New technology is an opportunity to explore. It’s important for

artists to experiment and find new ways to use tools and to question them.” Recently releasing the first publication of his work, Lee

continues exploring the world of augmented reality, inviting viewers to download an application to enhance the viewing experience as

Lee’s drawing visually come to life. It’s brilliant and capable of entertaining all ages with intensely colored, childlike drawings.

Lee had his first solo exhibition in New York last year, so, in many ways, he’s the new kid on the block who’s already established. He

has, in a significantly short time span, attracted the attention of gallerists and collectors alike, establishing a feeling that he’s been here

the whole time—which he has. Lee got an MFA from Yale and has been working on his art for over a decade, but moving to New York

seems to have been his big break. Visiting and chatting with him, I started to understand why so many people have been quick to

applaud his work. He’s fully committed and borderline obsessive, continuously questioning the ideas and processes of his art.

Energetic and inquisitive, his appetite for creativity and production is headed down the fast lane. —Austin McManus

Austin McManus: I am fascinated by the “augmented reality” application you created in collaboration with Phillippe Karrer. The
merging of new technology and publishing for an alternative viewing experience is exciting. How did the inspiration for these ideas
develop, and have you considered applying it in other aspects of viewing your work, such as an exhibition?
Austin Lee: One of Philippe’s friends is a programmer and they figured out a way to show 3D objects in the round digitally. We tried

that out and it was great, and then I came up with the idea of animating the drawings. We tried to keep the functionality really simple

and straightforward. I don't love the idea of someone looking at a painting through an iPhone, so I've been reluctant to use it for

anything else. Most people spend only a few moments in a gallery looking at a painting. I'd rather them actually look at the painting

than look at a phone. A printed book is different because it's a reproducible object. If you own the book, you can experience it multiple

times at your own pace. It's important to do something because it's useful or interesting, not just because you can. The app portion of

the book becomes a way to have an additional experience. It doesn't get in the way, and hopefully it just adds something.

That’s a very valid point about the very minimal time someone looks at a painting. Have you seen any children’s responses to viewing
the book through the app?
Yes, children usually respond the same as adults. Confused, excited and curious.

I’ve noticed there have been a handful of artists experimenting with virtual reality art experiences. Do you have any thoughts on
using this technology as a medium for viewing art, and is it something you have considered exploring yourself?
I've read a few books by Jaron Lanier, a pioneer of virtual reality. I think the way he discusses VR is especially interesting. He talks

about it as a potentially transformative mental experience. It reminds me of a dreamlike state where things and ideas can shift and

change and have different meanings, some kind of post-symbolic communication. I haven’t messed with it much myself but definitely

would, given the right circumstances.

The other day, we were having a conversation about being the last generation before the total immersion of technology, and how the
current generation will have no context for what that was like before. I feel fortunate to have been able to watch that evolution. What
are your thoughts on growing up and experiencing part of history?
I think every generation has different issues to deal with. The rapid growth of technology is especially relevant today. I imagine that

major shifts in how humans interacted and communicated used to happen more gradually over the course of a generation, but now

these developments might happen several times in a person's lifetime. For example, body language plays a huge role in how we

communicate. We lose that with texting, but we still try to adapt and find new ways to fill in the gaps with emoticons, for example.

Things get difficult when new mediums appear and are quickly replaced before we can work out the bugs, or right when we are

starting to. I feel like video chatting is close to good but it doesn’t work because the cameras are in the wrong spot so there is no eye

contact. It’s a small thing, but it really ruins the whole experience. Probably by the time phone developers figure out to put the camera

in the center of the screen, we will be using video holograms poorly.

We were trying to predict what would replace Instagram, because eventually something will, or our attention span will drift and we’ll
desire something else. What are some of the impacts of social media, and more specifically Instagram, on our culture and how we
view ourselves?
It's interesting how a medium changes the way we perceive images. On paper, Instagram and Flickr are similar, but they're used way

differently. There is an assumption on Instagram that you are getting an inside look into someone else’s life. Flickr doesn’t function in

the same way. A poorly composed photo might seem like a candid look into a friend’s life on Instagram, while on Flickr, it's just a

poorly composed photo. I think it’s interesting how subtle design decisions can drastically change the way people interact with each

other, for better or worse.

----

Austin Lee's book "Spheres" and the accompanying app are available here.

Read the full interview in the February, 2016 issue of Juxtapoz Magazine, available here.

 

January 26, 2016 | in Magazine

Like 0 Share

Portrait by Austin McManus

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

WE THINK YOU'LL LOVE

Kayla Mahaffey: Resilience, Vibrancy, and
Nostalgia

No doubt, 2020 has been one of the most tumultuous years in recent
memory, but the Big Bang created stars, and Chicago-based painter Kayla

Mahaffey is a glittering example. Her Deconstructed solo sho

September 11, 2020

Painting

E Pluribus Unum: A Conversation with
Marcus Jansen

The life journey of NY-born artist Marcus Jansen strongly informed the focus
of his work which speaks of the powerful struggle to grapple with the

nuanced reality of our time, while promoting dialogu   ;

September 11, 2020

Painting

Ralph Eugene Meatyard: The Family
Album of Lucybelle Crater

Working outside of the photographic mainstream, Ralph Eugene Meatyard's
imagery consisted largely of symbolic dramas, set in ordinary, often

abandoned places and enacted mostly by his own family. Tak

September 11, 2020

Photography

Serena Mitnik-Miller's Inspired Nature
Works and Abstractions in "U N A" @

Sarah Shepard Gallery, Marin
Sarah Shepard Gallery is pleased to announce a solo exhibition with painter

Serena Mitnik-Miller featuring new works in her iconic earth tones, elemental
blues and jewel tones. Mitnik-Miller is 

September 10, 2020

Painting

Back to the Future: The Building as
Artifact in Daniel Rich's Newest Work

My admiration for Daniel Rich’s architecturally-inspired paintings and
reverence for buildings as silent tomes of our existence, as well as his ability to

imbue a city or structure with such streng

September 10, 2020

Painting

Into Open Air: Kyle Dunn @ PPOW
Gallery, NYC

I almost have no conceptual idea of what it might feel like being in open air at
the moment considering the conditions in California, but there was so much

to digest from the title of Kyle Dunn's new

September 10, 2020

Painting

Art in Uncertain Times: Bearing Wonderful
Fruit with Jonny Green

"Lockdown started in a state of blind panic once I realized that I might be
unable to get to my studio for what could be months," Jonny Green writes

from Newcastle/Middlesbrough when we checked in a   ;

September 10, 2020

Studio Time

Music Video: Aesop Rock "The Gates"
Directed by Rob Shaw

In lieu of what appears to be the apocalypse hitting the West Coast of the
United States at the moment, may be introduce a diversion in the form of our

friend Aesop Rock's newest track, "The Gates," 

September 09, 2020

Music

Phantom Gates and Falling Homes:
Cheyenne Julien's Intimate Portrayals of

NY Life @ Chapter NY
"I think creating through lived experience is the only way I know how to speak

about any larger issue in the world," Cheyenne Julien told us years ago in a
feature in our print edition. "My practice 

September 09, 2020

Painting

The Academy of Art University's Spring
Shows Keeps on Springing

Academy of Art University’s Spring Show takes place annually—yes, in the
Spring—and continues to thrive, despite this being 2020! What has

traditionally been an extravaganza of student work fro

September 09, 2020

In Session

The Drip: Craig Costello on the early days
of Krink

To talk with Craig Costello is to appreciate the beautiful aesthetic of the
perfect mess. The graffiti writer known as KR, celebrated for experiments in

creating the Krink brand of graffiti markers a

September 09, 2020

Graffiti

Amoako Boafo: I Stand By Me @ Mariane
Ibrahim, Chicago

Sometimes you can spot a star in the making. Ghana-born painter Amoako
Boafo, who now splits time between Vienna and Accra, Ghana, paints skin

with a unique blend of browns and blue-ish hues, and cre

September 09, 2020

Painting

Invader Was In Marseille
Nine months since his last invasion of the Tunisian island of Djerba, and only 3

months after his recent solo exhibition in Hong Kong, Invader recently
announced his latest offensive in Marseill   ;

September 09, 2020

Street Art

Cig Harvey: Pink is a Touch Red is a Stare
"Pink is a Touch Red is a Stare" dives into Cig Harvey's fascination with the

evocation of emotions. Her repeated use of vibrant and dramatic floral
themes is a means to initiate, or even provoke, ra

September 09, 2020

Photography

Juxtapoz Opens "The Print Shop" with
Fundraiser for the Museum of African

Diaspora
Today, Juxtapoz is excited to announce the launch of "The Print Shop," our
new series of giclee prints printed in collaboration with The Print Space in

London. We will be sharing releases as often as

September 08, 2020

Collectibles

Some People: An Interview with Julian
Pace

With the hopeful spector of reopening, we're happy to see some of our
favorite projects finding ways to proceed with their programs. One of them is

The La Brea Studio Artists Residency which recently   ;

September 08, 2020

Painting

Street Opera: The Photographs and Films
of Khalik Allah

It is easy to walk through a city not making eye contact, but for Khalik Allah
this contact is essential. He sees each individual he photographs. And his

photographs in turn allow us to see them, to 

September 08, 2020

Photography

Cassi Namoda: The Sense of Saudade
Cassi Namoda is a soothsaying painter who explores the duality of

Mozambique’s post-colonial identity. Storytelling through metaphorical
female protagonists, she distills history, bringing emotiona

September 07, 2020

Features

The Stunning Layers and Presentation of
Patrick Quarm "SALVAGED IMPERIAL" @

Albertz Benda
It's hard to classify the beautiful and layered works of Patrick Quarm. Is it
painting, textiles or collage? But in the end, its all of that and more, as his

works become almost site-specific present

September 05, 2020

Installation

8th Ply: A Deep Look Into the Evolution of
Skate Art Curated by Sasha Bogojev

Do you rememvber 2020? It was a year that was supposed to happen, maybe
even happen a certain way. The haze and turmoil and, at least in Europe,

subsequent shutdown and moves to re-open have brought 

September 04, 2020

Installation

Solve For X: Matt Lipps' Carefully
Constructed Photographic Tableaus
Over the past twenty years, Matt Lipps has developed a distinctive

photographic practice that pays tribute to the history of twentieth-century
photography while also questioning the dominant myths th

September 04, 2020

Photography

Here Comes The Rooster: Ryan Travis
Christian in Hong Kong

Back to Hong Kong after being first introduced to the local audience by Over
The Influence during the Art Basel week in 2019, Ryan Travis Christian

opened his solo debut with the Hong Kong and LA-bas   ;

September 04, 2020

Painting

TOMO77 Releases Set of Prints Based on
His "Pandemico" Series

As we just noted with Richard Colman's new print and upcoming releases out
now or on the horizon, Portland-based artist Tomo77 (aka TonyAguero) has

created this 4-print series reflecting the imp

September 03, 2020

Collectibles

Richard Colman Set to Release "(Red,)
Figure, Three Heads" Print with Louis Buhl

& Co, Detroit
Taking stock of what releases are upcoming in the early part of September,

past Juxtapoz cover artist Richard Colman is set to release a new print
edition, (Red,) Figure, Three Heads, with Louis

September 03, 2020

Collectibles
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