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Art In Uncertain Times: Doom-Scrolling with
Canyon Castator
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Castator wrote from his home in LA. "It feels as though every thought, revelation, experience is shared as we ﬁnish the sentences of
each other’s collective reality." And we can't agree more with this sentiment as we keep getting emails that start with "hope you're
doing well in these strange times," and ﬁnishing every conversion with "can't wait to hang again, buddy!" Yet, it's still helpful to hear
about other people's experience and about the ways they are coping with the situation, so, for Art in Uncertain Times, we checked the
colorful Castator, whom we featured back in 2018.

Castator cannot resist sardonic, satirical commentary of social reality, and he always expresses it in an exuberant montage of ﬁgures
pulled from social, media, politics, popular culture, and personal experience. These affectionately absurd compositions ﬁlled with
oversaturated visuals and distorted narratives, mimic the surreal stepping stones we trip over everyday. Commenting on the
competing connections between our virtual and real worlds, he shrugs, "We’re all doom-scrolling endlessly, hoping to ﬁnd some
semblance of fear aﬃrming truth, or rarer yet, an optimistic crumb to cling to. In a society that hinges on the desire for daily new
content, it’s really starting to feel like a redundant re-run."

"Depressed yet??? Feel like you ﬁnally understand Cypher’s desire to blue pill back into Matrix? “Wake up and it will all just feel like a
dream?”... Wait, let’s throw in an anxiety-ridden election between two geriatrics that will ultimately determine the future of the nearly*
failed state of America. Late Stage Capitalism presents - 2020: Fascism VS George W Bush Light! ...and if you vote in person, you might
die...very cool! ***eyes roll back in the head as I slowly start to Avenger dissolve, whispering “Mr Stark, I don’t feel so good...
Castator continues his commentary like an off-the-mic riff of a late-night talk-show host of the future, ***Everyone: “We don’t feel so
good...”*** But I'm here to tell you there's something else, The afterworld, A world of never-ending happiness, You can always see the
sun, day or night..."
With a thirst to explore our visual and intellectual relationship with the virtual, digital world his paintings seek to digest and this
overwhelming experience. Starting off on iPad as a puzzle of opposing, contrasting visuals, the artist proceeds to printi and render
them in oil on canvas, building the chaotic, eye spinning conﬂict that makes the work so uniquely captivating. This whole process is
part of his exploration of the fragility of the mind in the age of connectivity, choosing party culture for its portal into the herd
mentality of youth culture. But strangely, that entire scene is now put on pause along with everything and everyone else.

"When LA locked down with shelter in place orders, later leading to complete beach closures, I found myself constantly having surf
dreams. By design, surﬁng is social distancing, and the fact that the state made it illegal was absurd to me. I became more obsessed
than ever with checking the live surf cams of completely empty beaches and waves. I started following all of the new swell moving into
the LA area, knowing that it would fall on vacant shores." This clear-eyed observation exempliﬁes the weird and incomprehensible
mind-set that has inﬁltrated us recent months. With a quiet frenzy, the pace of life has completely shifted, and Castator hasn’t missed
the opportunity to address this in his recent work. One brilliant example is a new edition to be released on August 19th at 9AM LA
time via Street Art News as part of a new collaboration between the renowned Urban Art online media platform and Carl Kostyál
Gallery.
"There is something else, but it’s personal," he continues on a more personal note, "My slow return to the individualized experience.
Solo trips to the beach, late night motorcycle rides, walks with my dog as I suck back nicotine and habitually check my *dead* phone...
As a painter whose routine requires spending countless hours locked in a white walled dojo, toiling over the minute and banal shit no
one will ever even notice, you’d think I’d be better at spending time alone... but I’m not. I love being around people, I love to be
distracted, give me an opportunity to bail on the studio and I’ll be there in 20, maybe 25 now that traﬃc’s picking up again. I used to
rely on this social energy to get me through the day. It took a minute to ﬁnd a ﬂavor of methadone to replace the real thing, but these
moments that really only exist for me, unshared, disconnected, they deliver the ﬁx. They recharge me enough to keep me excited
about getting back into the studio. It gives me time to think about the work, what I want from it, and what I NEED from it. It’s really
helped, and it’s something that I’d really like to continue as we move into the second wave of this never-ending nightmare."
Studio photos credit by Joshua Elan // Text by Sasha Bogojev
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Kayla Mahaffey: Resilience, Vibrancy, and
Nostalgia

E Pluribus Unum: A Conversation with
Marcus Jansen

No doubt, 2020 has been one of the most tumultuous years in recent
memory, but the Big Bang created stars, and Chicago-based painter Kayla
Mahaffey is a glittering example. Her Deconstructed solo sho

The life journey of NY-born artist Marcus Jansen strongly informed the focus
of his work which speaks of the powerful struggle to grapple with the
nuanced reality of our time, while promoting dialogu
;
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Ralph Eugene Meatyard: The Family
Album of Lucybelle Crater

Serena Mitnik-Miller's Inspired Nature
Works and Abstractions in "U N A" @
Sarah Shepard Gallery, Marin

Working outside of the photographic mainstream, Ralph Eugene Meatyard's
imagery consisted largely of symbolic dramas, set in ordinary, often
abandoned places and enacted mostly by his own family. Tak
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Sarah Shepard Gallery is pleased to announce a solo exhibition with painter
Serena Mitnik-Miller featuring new works in her iconic earth tones, elemental
blues and jewel tones. Mitnik-Miller is
September 10, 2020
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Back to the Future: The Building as
Artifact in Daniel Rich's Newest Work

Into Open Air: Kyle Dunn @ PPOW
Gallery, NYC

My admiration for Daniel Rich’s architecturally-inspired paintings and
reverence for buildings as silent tomes of our existence, as well as his ability to
imbue a city or structure with such streng

I almost have no conceptual idea of what it might feel like being in open air at
the moment considering the conditions in California, but there was so much
to digest from the title of Kyle Dunn's new
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Art in Uncertain Times: Bearing Wonderful
Fruit with Jonny Green

Music Video: Aesop Rock "The Gates"
Directed by Rob Shaw

"Lockdown started in a state of blind panic once I realized that I might be
unable to get to my studio for what could be months," Jonny Green writes
from Newcastle/Middlesbrough when we checked in a
;

In lieu of what appears to be the apocalypse hitting the West Coast of the
United States at the moment, may be introduce a diversion in the form of our
friend Aesop Rock's newest track, "The Gates,"
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Phantom Gates and Falling Homes:
Cheyenne Julien's Intimate Portrayals of
NY Life @ Chapter NY

The Academy of Art University's Spring
Shows Keeps on Springing

"I think creating through lived experience is the only way I know how to speak
about any larger issue in the world," Cheyenne Julien told us years ago in a
feature in our print edition. "My practice

Academy of Art University’s Spring Show takes place annually—yes, in the
Spring—and continues to thrive, despite this being 2020! What has
traditionally been an extravaganza of student work fro
September 09, 2020
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The Drip: Craig Costello on the early days
of Krink

Amoako Boafo: I Stand By Me @ Mariane
Ibrahim, Chicago

To talk with Craig Costello is to appreciate the beautiful aesthetic of the
perfect mess. The graffiti writer known as KR, celebrated for experiments in
creating the Krink brand of graffiti markers a

Sometimes you can spot a star in the making. Ghana-born painter Amoako
Boafo, who now splits time between Vienna and Accra, Ghana, paints skin
with a unique blend of browns and blue-ish hues, and cre
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Invader Was In Marseille

Cig Harvey: Pink is a Touch Red is a Stare

Nine months since his last invasion of the Tunisian island of Djerba, and only 3
months after his recent solo exhibition in Hong Kong, Invader recently
announced his latest offensive in Marseill
;

"Pink is a Touch Red is a Stare" dives into Cig Harvey's fascination with the
evocation of emotions. Her repeated use of vibrant and dramatic floral
themes is a means to initiate, or even provoke, ra
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Juxtapoz Opens "The Print Shop" with
Fundraiser for the Museum of African
Diaspora

Some People: An Interview with Julian
Pace

Today, Juxtapoz is excited to announce the launch of "The Print Shop," our
new series of giclee prints printed in collaboration with The Print Space in
London. We will be sharing releases as often as

With the hopeful spector of reopening, we're happy to see some of our
favorite projects finding ways to proceed with their programs. One of them is
The La Brea Studio Artists Residency which recently
;
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Street Opera: The Photographs and Films
of Khalik Allah

Cassi Namoda: The Sense of Saudade

It is easy to walk through a city not making eye contact, but for Khalik Allah
this contact is essential. He sees each individual he photographs. And his
photographs in turn allow us to see them, to

Cassi Namoda is a soothsaying painter who explores the duality of
Mozambique’s post-colonial identity. Storytelling through metaphorical
female protagonists, she distills history, bringing emotiona
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The Stunning Layers and Presentation of
Patrick Quarm "SALVAGED IMPERIAL" @
Albertz Benda

8th Ply: A Deep Look Into the Evolution of
Skate Art Curated by Sasha Bogojev

It's hard to classify the beautiful and layered works of Patrick Quarm. Is it
painting, textiles or collage? But in the end, its all of that and more, as his
works become almost site-specific present

Do you rememvber 2020? It was a year that was supposed to happen, maybe
even happen a certain way. The haze and turmoil and, at least in Europe,
subsequent shutdown and moves to re-open have brought
September 04, 2020
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Solve For X: Matt Lipps' Carefully
Constructed Photographic Tableaus

Here Comes The Rooster: Ryan Travis
Christian in Hong Kong

Over the past twenty years, Matt Lipps has developed a distinctive
photographic practice that pays tribute to the history of twentieth-century
photography while also questioning the dominant myths th

Back to Hong Kong after being first introduced to the local audience by Over
The Influence during the Art Basel week in 2019, Ryan Travis Christian
opened his solo debut with the Hong Kong and LA-bas
;

September 04, 2020

September 04, 2020

Like 142

Share

Tweet

Like 18

Share

Tweet

Collectibles

Collectibles

TOMO77 Releases Set of Prints Based on
His "Pandemico" Series

Richard Colman Set to Release "(Red,)
Figure, Three Heads" Print with Louis Buhl
& Co, Detroit

As we just noted with Richard Colman's new print and upcoming releases out
now or on the horizon, Portland-based artist Tomo77 (aka TonyAguero) has
created this 4-print series reflecting the imp
September 03, 2020

Taking stock of what releases are upcoming in the early part of September,
past Juxtapoz cover artist Richard Colman is set to release a new print
edition, (Red,) Figure, Three Heads, with Louis
September 03, 2020

